business, because of the many diverse risks which are proposed
for insurance under this heading. They range from ordinary
shopkeepers' and landlords' third party proposals, to those for
indemnities in respect of legal liability for accidents to third
parties inseparable from the erection, maintenance and use of
the 132,000 volt power lines, which arc now extending all over
the country,

Then again, interest is aroused because such diverse risks can-
not be rated by the standardised methods suitable for motor and
employers* liability proposals. Third party underwriting calls
for wide experience and initiative on the part of the official con-
cerned, combined with ability to visualise each risk, as it were,
and the accidents which may arise.

Legal decisions upon cases which from time to time come
before the Courts, emphasise the necessity of obtaining adequate
protection in respect of public liability risks, for even the pedes-
trian may be held liable to pay compensation for accidental
personal injury or damage to the property of third parties caused
by his negligence.

To our many friends who have so freely made suggestions and
kindly criticisms, we express our indebtedness. Our thanks are
due especially to Messrs. E. Booth and R. H. Roe, of Messrs.
Barlow, Lyde and Gilbert, who have perused the legal sections
of the work.

It has been our endeavour, throughout this book, to present
the outstanding features of the business in language as simple as
possible, and we have aimed at providing a handbook worthy of
the attention of the insurance inspector, not primarily concerned
with third party business, while Chapter XIII has been specially
written to enable the junior surveyor to grasp the lines upon
which third party surveys should be carried out. It is hoped,
furthermore, that the following pages will be of assistance to
students preparing for The Chartered Insurance Institute exam-
inations and to those junior members of insurance companies'
staffs who are anxious to obtain a clear outline of the principles
and practice of the third party department.

A.G.M.B.
W.A.D
London,

May, 1932.